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www.shepherdsarms.org.nz  
Have you visited Shepherd’s Arms new 
look website?  The URL is unchanged.  See 
the exciting new format.  Benji Lee who is only 
9 years old has been instrumental in putting it 
together and setting it up.  Benji you are a 
legend.  Thank you so much. 
 

News From Martin & Amy 

 
For me its been a whirlwind month with a trip 
back to NZ for medical purposes and a return 
within 3 weeks to the Philippines.  March is one 
of our busy months as the children will end 
their school year and have a well deserved 2 
month holiday. Four of our children will 
graduate high school and go onto College 
(university) in June).  Our annual general board 
meeting takes place this month as set down by 
the government each year to review our 
previous year and our goals and future 
direction for the following fiscal year.  One of 
the great challenges we face each year is to 
find innovative ways to help bring us to 
sustainability as we continue to grow and costs 
increase.  Through this challenge children also 
learn ways of making money so when they 
leave the home ideas are already planted in 
their minds and new skills are learned.  Today 
as I sat in a sidewalk café (Philippino food 
outlet) I was challenged by a young 8 year old 
boy who I have known now for 2 years.  When 
he saw I had returned from NZ he was so 

happy and came running to greet me.  His 
challenge to me was simple, yet so profound.  
Uncle? he said, What’s really important in life?  
Wow, what a question.  This boy has been my 
hero for 2 years now and I’m yet to find anyone 
with such a deep understanding of what’s 
important in life.  I’ve never heard him 
complain, he always has a smile on his face, 

and yet he does what probably none of us 
would ever dream of having to do. He is the 
sole provider of his family - two younger 
siblings, a mum and a dad.  Dad is totally blind 
and can no longer get work. Mum looks after 
his daily needs while Romero goes off early 
every day to find a potential punter willing to 
listen to him play his ukulele and sing a song.  
His music is contemporary and he sings the 
latest songs on the hit parade.  Its the only way 
to go he says to me as he explains people like 
the new style songs.  When I asked him if he 
would like to go to school he replied of course I 
would like that but my family is more important.  
Who will give us rice?  No one.  Everyone has 
their own problem he explains.  Anyway I make 
many people happy with my songs.  How easy 
we could idealise this situation and in our 
western society find a solution, but here its not 
the same.  I thought back to my short visit to 
NZ and remembered a child in a mall 
demanding of its parent what it wanted and I 
asked myself who really has a better 
understanding of life? Romero has little hope in 
his future and his approach to this is God 
knows my situation. Wow, what a challenge to 
us that life doesn't need to be so complicated, 
and to be thankful for the family, friends, and 
things we have.  It has been said, if we have 
shelter and food we are rich.  How true this is 
when you compare this young boy’s life.  Many 
here have neither.  Life is short.  Lets 
remember those less fortunate than ourselves.  
We treasure your continued help in whatever 
way you offer it.  Have a wonderful month. 
Martin 

  
Ps. Please consider sponsoring a child if you 
have not already or maybe there is someone 
you know who would help in this way.  We 
currently have 11 small children needing 
sponsorship at the orphanage. 
email Jin and Fern Phoon at 
info.shepherdsarms@gmail.com if this is 
something you can become involved in 

 
 
Prayer Needs 
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1. Completion of building 
2. Daily Needs 
3. Good health 
4. Coming graduation (7 Elementary & 4 high 

school) 
5. Summer activities 

6. Livelihood (pigs & goats) 
 
Cris and Marcy Share 
1. The Children 

Last Sunday March 4, 2012 we were 
invited by our pastor friend to join their 
Sunday service.  We were asked to 
perform a special number, “I’ve Been 
Changed”.  The children and some of the 
workers love singing this song.  It is one of 
our favourite songs because we have been 
changed and redeemed by the blood of the 
lamb. 

 

 

 

2. The Garage  
Behind the dining hall, we have made a 
garage for our green truck.  For a long time 
we have no specific place to park our 
truck.   The boys worked hard on it.   Also 
on the pathway leading to our garden and 
to our piggery.   

    

 

3. Our surroundings  
Every Saturday we clean up our 
surroundings.  Some of the workers and 
the older girls help each other with the 
work. They sing while working showing 
that they love to work in order to have a 

beautiful surroundings. 

   

 

   
4. The Goose House 

Finally the goose house and its fence are 
finished.  Reynel fixed the roof in place 
and has made it sure it is firm and secure 
even when strong winds blow. 

 

 

A Letter from Febe Aniñon  
For a long time I’ve lived here in the 
orphanage.  I now have hope in my life 
because I know that I can go further in my 
studies.  We have already been told about 
our graduation, it will be on March 29, 2012.  
 
I have worked hard for a long time and now it 
is the time to celebrate because we come to 
the most awaited day - our graduation day. 
This achievement is not just mine, but it is 
also because of my sponsors and all their 
kindness and whole heartedness giving their 
support to me.  
 
I will graduate from high school, and God 
willing, I am going to study for a  Bachelor of 
Science in Social Work.  I chose this course 
because there is a real need for Social 
Workers in the Philippines.  I would love to 
come back and work in the orphanage as a 
Social Worker and I am happy to do the 
paperwork it would require. 
  
Thank you so much to your faithfulness and 
willingness of heart to help me.  

 


